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BOOK REVIEWS. 


ness, and leaves the reader poorly equipped to understand that 
which follows. 

The author takes up the injuries and diseases of the various 
organs and tissues of the body, the special parts being arranged 
in anatomical order, beginning at the head. 

Each chapter deals with a special part of the body. The 
various surgical conditions which may arise are described, 
detailing in a few words the etiology, symptoms, diagnosis and 
differential diagnosis of each injury or disease, and further stating 
the indications and contraindications for operation, and the 
results to be expected from surgical interference. 

The book is not written for the surgeon, but for the general 
practitioner. The author assumes that the physician already 
knows medical diagnosis, and does not burden him with facts 
and theories which are already at his command in the works 
on medical diagnosis. Accepting the book in this light, the 
work will find a wide sphere of usefulness. 

Paul Pilcher. 


The Surgical Treatment or Chronic Suppuration of the 
Middle Ear and Mastoid. By Seymour Oppeniieimer, 
M.D., of New York. P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia. 

A very comprehensive treatise of 425 pages, beautifully 
printed and illustrated on good paper and well bound, apparently 
intended as a companion volume to Whiting’s "The Modern 
Mastoid Operation,” by the same publishers. 

The following points receive especial emphasis: The 
prohibition of the use of the galvano-cautery in the depths of 
the external auditory canal or in the tympanic cavity; the 
hazard attending removal of masses of granulation tissue spring¬ 
ing from the tympanic roof; the trial of persistent and thorough 
local treatment before recommending the more serious surgical 
attacks; the doing of ossiculectomy, as a rule, before deciding 
as to the necessity for a radical operation on the mastoid process; 
the use of adrenalin chloride to control the bleeding in ossi¬ 
culectomy; the caution against interference with the stapes in 
suppurative cases; the fact that the conservation of the func¬ 
tional ability of the ear is to be considered unless there is danger 
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of the extension of the suppurative process, when, of course, 
the more important indication is to forward good drainage. 
The author advises prolonged after-treatment, in cases in which 
ossiculectomy has been done, before entertaining the belief 
that the radical operation is unavoidable. He also states that 
“ it is very well proved . . . that we can obtain little or no 

evidence of any practical value” “by the external appearance 
of the mastoid exterior, so that one can avoid the lateral sinus,” 
etc., p. 190; also that “the cranial cavity is never lower than 
the spina” (supra-meatum), p. 196; also that “the simple 
opening of the mastoid process, without entering the antrum, 
has no place at all in the treatment of chronic aural suppu¬ 
ration,” p. 238. He docs not favor primary closure of the mastoid 
wound nor Blake’s blood-clot method. He says truly that 
“the radical operation ... is only relatively so, as it may 
be impossible to remove all the diseased tissue that may extend 
to the finer cellular spaces,” p. 280. He fails to note the fact 
that the facial nerve may take an abnormal course through the 
mastoid process and elsewhere. 

The author describes the various classical operations and 
the numerous methods of forming flaps to cover the wound in 
the bone. He has brought together much matter largely collated 
from the more recent writers. 

Henry A. Alderton. 


Minor and Operative Surgery, including Bandaging. 

By Henry R. Wiiarton, M.D. Sixth Edition. Lea 

Brothers & Co., Philadelphia and New York. 1905. 

This volume of 650 pages is the sixth edition of a surgical 
text-book which has enjoyed such popularity as to call for three 
new editions since 1901, at which time the third edition was 
reviewed by the writer in the June number of the Annals op 
Surgery. Its title has been changed from “ Minor Surgery 
and Bandaging” to that which appears above. This has been 
done because of a broadening of the scope of the work so as to 
include descriptions of many surgical procedures which are far 
beyond the realm of so-called Minor Surgery. The chapters 
on Bandaging, Asepsis, Fractures, Wounds, Sprains, Amesthetics, 



